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There have been two histories of Goulburn Lodge written previously; one for 

the occasion of the Golden Jubilee Meeting in 1969, and one for the 75th 

anniversary of the lodge charting its history since the Golden Jubilee. This 

second history was written by WBro J.M Leigh, WM at the time of the Golden 

Jubilee, and after his reading of it at the lodge meeting of 26 January 1994, the 

WM, W.Bro David Marsden, expressed his hope that he and W.Bro Leigh might 

collaborate on the writing of the centenary history. That task may not have 

been theirs, but in covering the periods of the previous histories, this current 

work leans heavily on their research. 

So, as the Golden Jubilee history notes, Faith Mark Lodge 20, having 

contracted so much that it was feared that its charter might have to be 

withdrawn in 1913, had become so strong by 1918 that several brethren were 

complaining of over subscription. On 30 May 1918, a petition was submitted to 

the Grand Master to form a new lodge, named in honour of WBro John 

Benjamin Goulburn, to meet at the Victoria Hotel, Manchester, on the first 

Thursdays of January, March, May and November.  

John Benjamin Goulburn was the Deputy PGM of the Craft in East Lancashire 

for ten years between 1908 and 1918. A memorial tablet to him in the 

Goulburn suite at the hall on Bridge Street in Manchester notes that he had 

discharged his duties during that time “in a manner which gained the affection 

of all brethren”, and there was already a craft lodge bearing his name in 

Bolton. But by 1918 John Goulburn was in failing health. Consequently the 

consecration of this lodge was deferred several times in the hope that its 

namesake would recover enough to attend. Unfortunately, he never did, and 

he died in Bolton on 18 November 1918, just shy of his 62nd birthday.  



The consecration of the Mark lodge bearing his name and which, it was stated, 

will “be inspired by his glorious example for all time”, took place at the 

Masonic hall on Cooper Street in Manchester on 25 January 1919. The 

founding officers are listed in the Golden Jubilee history, and they include a 

tool maker, a physician, a silk agent, a coal merchant, an Insurance broker and 

two solicitors. They derived from around the country, locally at Milnrow, from 

Wigan and Sale, and from further afield in Oswestry and Glasgow. The first 

lodge DC, WBro William Cottom Hartley, was a Dentist, practising at Beal Lane 

in Shaw, and both he and our first Chaplain, WBro Abraham Fielding, were 

members of Albert Lodge 854 at Shaw and became petitioners for Freedom 

Lodge 3837, founded at Oldham in 1918; the craft lodge of several current 

Goulburn members. 

At the close of that consecration meeting, six brethren were proposed for 

Advancement before the brethren retired for a banquet of Mock Turtle or 

clear Oxtail Soup, Turbot and Lobster sauce or Fried sole, Jugged Hare, Roast 

Turkey and sausage, followed by boiled jam roll or Lemon cheese tart and 

toasted cheese. At its second meeting on 6 March 1919, the lodge moved to its 

home at the Victoria Hotel, which stood at the junction of Deansgate and 

Cateaton Street, opposite Victoria Bridge in the centre of Manchester. 

Within 10yrs, the lodge was on the move. When the new Masonic temple at 

Bridge Street in Manchester opened in 1929, Goulburn Lodge, bearing the 

name of one of the main protagonists of the hall, relocated and held its first 

meeting there by dispensation on 3 October 1929. During the second world 

war, at the height of the air raids on the city, the hall adopted a policy of 

closing at dusk in line with Manchester corporations efforts to discourage 

anyone from coming into Manchester after “blackout”. Accordingly the 

meetings of January and March 1941 were held at 1.30pm following lunch, also 

scaled down due to rationing.  

It was during the war that the lodge was invested with the keystone collarette 

and jewel still worn by the WM. It was presented to the lodge on 4 November 

1943 by one its members, the Deputy PGM, Rev. Thomas Whitehead Taylor, 

who had become a joining member of Goulburn Lodge in 1920, having been 

advanced in Egypt. He succeeded to the office of PGM in 1948.  



The lodge celebrated its Golden Jubilee at Bridge Street on 2 January 1969, 

with 26 members and 24 visitors in attendance. It was a busy meeting. The 

Deputy PGM, VWBro Arnold Moreton, assumed the chair and the Golden 

Jubilee history was read by its author, WBro J.R Alfred Brown, the former 

Secretary of the lodge. After thanks from the Deputy PGM, a further paper was 

then read entitled “The Formative Years of Mark Masonry”. A donation of £50 

was then made to the East Lancashire Mark Benevolent fund, and a promotion 

to PPGJW was conferred on WBro Brown, before the delegation retired. The 

lodge continued to receive a presentation of the accounts for the year 1967-

68, and then proposed a candidate for Advancement, before the risings noted 

a resignation due to what the minutes refer to as a “removal” to Australia. 

Since transportation had ended by 1969, it can only be assumed that the 

removal was voluntary. The last rising included a request from the Masonic 

Hall company for £16 to purchase a steel filing cabinet to house lodge 

paperwork! 

The history of the lodge throughout the 1970’s and 80’s reads like a social 

history of Britain. A communication from PGL relating to decimalisation was 

read aloud in 1970; the meeting of March 1971 offered not a single 

communication at any of the risings because of a postal strike. The November 

1977 meeting was held by candlelight due to an electricians strike. In May 

1980 the bye laws of the lodge were amended to state that subscriptions 

should be “such sum as may be determined in view of the inflationary 

tendencies of the day”. In October 1984 a letter from the Secretary of Grand 

Mark Lodge was read concerning recent “adverse publicity” toward 

freemasonry. In March 1990 the lodge debated suspending dining within the 

hall at the hall companies suggestion as the latter feared that they might have 

to increase rent charges by 33% due to the impending imposition of the 

Business Community Charge. The lodge voted to continue its dining 

arrangements, and the initial estimate from the hall company proved 

somewhat alarmist as rents increased by a still substantial 7.5%. 

Lodge business in this period continued uninterrupted. In July 1986 the lodge 

received the sad news of the death of WBro G.E Hall, WM in 1973, and in 

November of that year were bequeathed £100 from him to be drunk to his 

memory at the social board. In 1993, the Mark Lodge Fund of Benevolence 



Collarette and Jewel belonging to John Benjamin Goulburn were presented to 

the lodge by the APGM of the time, WBro Derek Schofield, who was a Curator 

of the Museum at Freemasons Hall. They continue to be worn by the WM to 

the present day. 

The 25th anniversary as Tyler of WBro F Revell was commemorated in lodge on 

8 March 1989, and the RWPGM attended the lodge on 24 January 2001 to lead 

celebrations of the 60th anniversary in Mark masonry of VWBro H Smethurst, 

who was completely unaware of any arrangements to mark an achievement 

that, as the PGM noted, “few Mark masons would ever dare to believe they 

might achieve”. 

The lodge’s charitable giving also continued, with the lodge achieving status as 

Double Patron’s of Canon’s Close in January 1988, and donating £5 towards 

the East Lancashire Provincial crest being etched into a window at St.James’ 

Street in 1989. 

The first note in the minutes that membership levels were starting to cause 

concern comes on 6 May 1982, when “an all out effort” was called for from all 

members to attract new. It was to become a recurring theme. In November 

2006 it was proposed that the lodge should consider removing one meeting 

per year. When the lodge met to consider further in January 2007, the 

contributory factors of long standing illnesses and regular non-attendance, 

along with the recent deaths of several members, were discussed. The news 

that a further member was now due to be expelled due to non-payment of 

subscriptions compounded the issue, and the lodge voted to remove its May 

meeting. 

Throughout the following ten years, guest responses at the risings repeatedly 

employ words like camaraderie and teamwork, the like of which one 

representative commented it had been a “privilege to witness”. But it was not 

to prove enough to give Goulburn Lodge the impetus it needed, and in March 

2016 the decision was taken that the lodge needed to find a new home. Thus, 

on 23 November 2016, Goulburn Lodge held its first meeting at The Old Bill 

Restaurant in Oldham, a venue that unfortunately would have proved too 

compact and intimate to host this evenings meeting. In the 2yrs since the 



lodge relocated we have welcomed five joining members and one 

Advancement, with further potentials for both on the horizon. 

The first Golden Jubilee history of this lodge closes by asserting the pride in the 

well being of the lodge that its members share, and by expressing their 

gratitude to the Founders of the lodge, who of course, included John Benjamin 

Goulburn. In closing this account, the current members echo that pride and 

gratitude, and express our determination to build on the foundations we have 

laid at our new home and to continue the camaraderie and teamwork that 

have made the move such a worthwhile and rewarding venture. 

      


