
                           The Pendle Mark Lodge  

 To begin a History of Pendle Mark lodge no 695 I cannot do better than quote the first words to appear in 

the first minute book. 

It has been thought desirable to place on record the events which lead to the Consecration of a Lodge of 

Mark Master Masons in the town of Padiham, in the hope and belief that it may prove of interest in future 

years to members of the Lodge. 

Several enthusiastic members of Scarlett Mark lodge no 189 plus one from Perseverance no 403 in 

Blackburn. Met together at the Starkie Arms Padiham on the 6th May to consider forming a Mark Lodge. It 

was decided to form a Mark Lodge to be named Pendle, and Bro D W Proger was appointed temporary 

secretary, W/Bro J S Holden was appointed treasurer. It is interesting to learn that each founder paid £5 

to cover his founder’s fee and presentation collar and jewel, £5 at today’s values equals £256-32. We don’t 

know the professions or trades of the founders but that was rather expensive, the subscription was set at 

fifteen shillings  

The Consecration of Pendle Mark Lodge 695 was held in the British School Burnley Rd Padiham on Monday 

the 13th October 1919. The consecration lasted for an hour and a half, with 56 Brethren present and is 

recorded as a most impressive ceremony. There is no record of the menu for the Consecration meal. The 

menu for the Installation Banquet the following January 1920 would have had us reaching for the rennie’s 

(I must add that there are other indigestion medications available) It was held at the Starkie Arms and 

consisted of Soup Hare, Fish Baked Halibut, Entree Kidney& Mushrooms, Joints Roast Lamb, Fowl Roast 

Chicken, Sweet Baroness Pudding, Cheese Coffee. 

There was a total of ten Candidates Advanced up until March the 4th 1921 when a Dispensation was 

granted naming the Masonic Assembly rooms Guy St Padiham as the regular place of meeting. The main 

door then was the one we use as a fire exit. Two Candidates were proposed at the first meeting in the new 

premises on the 9th March1921. 

By 1922 Candidates were seeking Advancement from outside Padiham. One of them being a member of 

Royal Forest lodge no 401, he was the Rev H, H, Whittaker the Vicar at Altham the attendance at that 

meeting was a then record being 34 including 10 visitors from our Mother Lodge Scarlett. By this time 

Pendle had a Grand Lodge officer W/Bro T H Thompson G.S.W. 

It is interesting to note that on September 1924 for the first time at a regular meeting, there was no 

Ceremony of Advancement. 

Several Clitheroe Master Masons were now becoming members of Pendle and on September 14th 1932 six 

Brethren were advanced. The next item on the summons is recorded in these terms. Bro Donellan 



presented in most felicitous terms the petition for a new Mark Lodge (Keep) at Clitheroe, this the 

W/Master and his Wardens signed in open Lodge, expressing their gratification at the honour conferred on 

themselves and Pendle Mark Lodge. 

At the meeting on May the 8th 1935 the W/Master gave notice of motion that Pendle Mark Lodge buy 

shares offered by the Directors of the Masonic Assembly Rooms Padiham Ltd if and when circumstances 

permit.  

At the meeting on March 11th 1936 the WM Bro Walter Baker made appropriate and sympathetic 

reference to the death of his most gracious Majesty King George V it was ordered that Grand Lodge and all 

subordinate lodges be placed in Masonic mourning for the space of three months.  

The regular meeting that was due to be held on Wednesday the 12th May 1937 but due to the Coronation 

of his Majesty king George VI was held by dispensation on Monday the 10th May. 

With the outbreak of world war two a lack of candidates and the many physical hardships presented by a 

Country at war – blackout difficulties and the call of duty. All the signs indicated that at this time Mark 

Masonry in Padiham was entering a period of difficulty, it was only by the devotion of the faithful nucleus 

of the brethren that Pendle Lodge was able to survive the hard times. 

At the meeting held on 14th March 1945 it was proposed by the WM Bro W Booth and seconded by WBro 

Eddlestone and carried by the Brethren that we make the Lodge a Keystone Lodge and that is all that is in 

the minutes. When the lodge met in September 1945 the war was over, thirty-two Brethren were present 

and were visited by the Dep Prov Grand Master the rev Canon T W Taylor who invested the WM Bro 

Wilfred Booth with the Collar and Jewel of a Keystone Lodge. By January 1946 it was obvious that Pendle 

Lodge was in good shape 33 Brethren attended the Installation and three candidates were proposed. 

In the minutes of the Installation meeting of 1949 a special record was made of the retirement from the 

office of DC of WBro W L Eddlestone after many years’ service. It was pointed out that during the war 

years when the lodge was at a very low state it was largely due to his energy that the lodge carried on for, 

he would spend much time ensuring that a team of officers would be present at meetings even calling on 

visitors to take office. Now at this time the average attendance was between 25 and 30 with no lack of 

candidates. In September 1949 subscriptions were increased from £1 to 30/- and the by-laws amended. 

The Lodge prospered for the next decade at the September meeting in 1952 the WMaster accepted a gift 

to the lodge from WBro T A Westall a Past Master of Scarlett Mark Lodge 189 of a Nickel-plated Triangle 

for use in the ceremony of Advancement, more evidence of the close connection still maintained with our 

Mother Lodge.  



The next decade beginning in 1959 appears to introduce a period of fluctuation when the fortunes of the 

lodge rose with candidates and fell with resignations and deaths. 

At the meeting on the 8th May 1963 the lodge made a donation to Cannon’s Close of 25 guineas ,and the 

secretary ordered a new Tracing Board at a cost of £5-5-0 which arrived for the Installation in January 

1964, Reference was made at the September meeting to the Festival of Achievement on June the 6th 1964 

to Celebrate the completion of a Noble Ideal namely the building of self-contained under floor heated 

homes for the comfort and wellbeing of our old folks. 

In January 1967 the Brethren agreed that in view of the state of the lodge finances to add a levy of 10/- to 

the annual subscription. This would help to put the finances on a sound basis, and perhaps later the levy 

could be discontinued. This sadly never happened.  

After Fifty years of varying fortune of lean years and good years Pendle Lodge reached its Jubilee year in 

1969 in good heart. With a Lodge membership of Sixty-One. Our very own WBro Derek Hanson was 

Advanced to the Honourable Degree of a Mark Master Mason on the 19th May 

 The Golden Jubilee meeting. held on Wednesday the 12th November 1969 in the Masonic Hall Moor lane 

Padiham at 6-55pm. Bro H E Eddlestone in the Chair of Adoniram, there were 65 brethren present. 

One disappointment was that the PGM RWBro Arnold Moreton would be unable     to attend on account of 

a sudden illness that required an operation, carried out at The Royal Masonic Hospital London. 

The lodge was opened in due form and the Election of Master, Treasurer, Tyler, etc was carried out. After a 

report RWBro G F Nuttall the DPGM and Deputation entered the lodge and were saluted, the W/master 

offered him the Gavel of the lodge which he accepted and the Provencal Wardens occupied the Principal 

Chairs.   

W/Bro F Simpson read a paper on the first 50yrs of Pendle Mark Lodge 695. 

A Cheque for £100 on behalf of ELMBF was presented RWBro Nuttall. 

RWBro Nuttall then addressed the brethren afterwards to the surprise and joy of the brethren he called 

Wbro Simpson to the pedestal and invested him with the collar of Past Provencal Junior Warden, Wbro 

Simpson expressed his thanks and delight at the honour conferred on him. 

The Deputation retired. After Greetings from Blair, Priory, Scarlett, Starkie, Loyalty, Adoiram, Keep, 

Elizabethan, and Gawthorpe Mark lodges and Starkie and Gawthorpe RAM lodges the lodge was closed in 

Peace and Harmony at 8-15pm the Charity plate raised £14-6-0p. 

The Menu for the Festive Board was more in keeping with present day trends it was   



                                                  Fruit Cocktail 

                                                  Braised Steak & Vegetables 

                                                  Apple Pie & Cream 

                                                  Coffee             

 

Nothing of great interest happened in the 1970s they were far to busy Advancing Brethren. We can now 

start to put faces to names, and some of them are still with us. Maurice and Clifford Hargreaves, Ron 

Dicken, John Atkinson  he made me feel ½” tall when as MO he rejected my work, John was defiantly a 

character  he was organist at the church in Newchurch in Pendle and fifty years ago was playing at my 

brothers wedding and held it up for one and a half hours waiting for a cow to calf . Raymond Haffner, Derek 

Jarvis Master Baker he made his first Wedding cake in 1965 I know that because it was mine, Brethren who 

can forget the terrible storm on the 15th and 16th of October 1987 when 18 people lost their lives. Ken 

Yates hired a chain saw and a J C B then went off to Sevenoaks in Kent to make his fortune. Joe Wilkinson, 

and John Berry come on to the stage in 1973 .1977 was a bit different there were 3 candidates Advanced 

one being Alan Crowder, not many will remember Alan but he led an influx of brethren from the Lodge of 

Harmony 288 based in Todmorden over the next few years a total of 12 brethren were Advanced into 

Pendle, much to the dismay of Tod Masons they thought they should have joined Temperance Mark. But 

the brethren wanted to broaden their masonic circle, so Pendle benefited.  there are two left W/Bro Brian 

Smith in 1979, and myself in 1980. 

Like many Mark Lodges from the late eighties to early two thousand Pendle suffered from a lack of 

candidates and was beginning to struggle. Then in 2014 with the closure of Elizabethan 1174 Pendle 

received a shot in the arm of Mark Masonry knowledge and talent when eight members joined us and what 

a blessing, they have been January this year our Installing Master was taken ill and at three hours’ notice 

W/Bro Martin Blades Installed W/Bro Kenneth Hirst without a prompt. We Advanced Bro Christopher 

Swindells this year, and with W/Bro Michael Maunders the last member of Elizabethan to join us with a 

membership of 25 Pendle Mark Lodge no 695 can look to the future with Confidence.  

                                                 


