
 
 
 
 
 
 
Making an Application  (See separate temporary process due to Covid-19)  
 
A wide range of help and support is available for Mark Master Masons and their dependents, 
e.g., their wives, partners, widows, children and grandchildren. Most of the support provided 
takes the form of financial grants to assist with financial, health or family related needs. 
 
Firstly the new digital petitions application form is now live, as well as an updated version of the 
Almoner’s Handbook. 
 
This procedure may look complicated, but it is a major step forward and will make everybody’s 
life easier in the long run. 
  
For Regular Beneficiaries the Provincial Grand Almoner will speak to the appropriate Lodge 
Almoner in advance and will agree how to proceed.  The MBF does not do Annuities so Regular 
Beneficiaries are those we look at every year. The whole application process has to be repeated 
annually. 

In any other cases, where a Lodge Almoner or Secretary discoveries a Brother or Widow in need 
of help, please speak to the Provincial Grand Almoner before taking any action.  He will guide 
you through the process.  The first action is always to check the persons eligibility for MBF 
assistance, which the Provincial Grand Almoner can do very quickly. 

Applications are invited for the following benefits: 
 Daily living costs 
 Grants following an accident, redundancy or personal crisis 
 Funeral bills 
 Personal debts 
 Minor home repairs 
 

An application will involve a personal visit to the applicant, by the Lodge Almoner and/or Visiting 
Brother, to complete the Petition Form and gather supporting documents to help the application 
go smoothly. 

The applicant should not complete the form themselves; this should be done by Lodge Almoner, 
or Visiting Brother, and forwarded directly to the Provincial Grand Almoner.  For advice or 
assistance on completing the form, and what supporting evidence is required, contact the 
Provincial Grand Almoner. 

To assist you may download the Digital Application and/or the Paper version.  Please note all the 
information requested is a mandatory where requirement where appropriate.  There are no 
exceptions. 

The Provincial Grand Almoner will check the application and if necessary request further 
information.  He will then send the Application to the Mark Benevolent Fund and deal with all 
correspondence and queries.  
 
Any applications received by the Mark Benevolent Fund from any other source, will be returned 
to the Provincial Grand Almoner for approval and verification. 
 



It is essential that any Almoner or Visiting Brother makes sure that every application contains as 
much information as possible about the applicant and their circumstances especially details of 
any government benefits applied for and whether assistance has been sought from the Masonic 
Charitable Foundation (MCF). It is also prudent to find out a Brother’s previous occupation as 
there may be a benevolent fund attached to it that they can utilise.  

Emergency grants are made when an immediate need is identified but in order to fully evaluate 
an application, further details are still needed which cannot be provided at that time. This can 
include the need for details of applications to the Department for Work & Pensions or waiting for 
the result of a grant from the MCF. Once all information is received then the case can be 
objectively considered. 
 
The Mark Benevolent Fund Petitions Committee sits on a near quarterly basis to consider cases 
(some regular or simple petitions may be considered by email) and the Provincial Grand Almoner 
is notified of the decision within five days.  The Provincial Grand Almoner then notifies the Lodge 
Almoner and/or Visiting Brother, and writes a letter to the Petitioner. 
 
Grants are normally disbursed via the Provincial Grand Almoner and not directly to Lodges or 
individuals. In exceptional circumstances the disbursement may be carried out directly by the 
Mark Benevolent Fund, or other Charitable Agency. 

All correspondence and contact must come through the Provincial Grand Almoner and not be 
directed to the Charities Manager at Mark Masons Hall. 

Please note that every application to the MBF must be accompanied by an application to the 
MCF (Masonic Charitable Foundation). 

Medical Consultations 
 
If any Member, or their dependants, require a Medical Consultation, earlier than that offered by 
the National Health Service, please contact the Provincial Grand Almoner by phone or email 
immediately, and help will be offered wherever possible.  In this respect, help will be obtained 
from the East Lancashire Masonic Benevolent Fund. 
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Barry R Heal 
Provincial Grand Almoner 


